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Nautical Terms 
English 

 
 

Nautical Terms 
Translated to Japanese 

 

A
Abaft  

Abeam 

Aboard 

Adrift 

Advection fog 

Aft 
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Aground 

Ahead 

Aids to navigation (ATON) 

Air draft 

Air intake 

Air exhaust 

Allision (action of one boat hitting against 
another but one of the objects was fixed) 

Aloft 

Alternator 

Amidship 

Anchor 

Anchorage area 

Anchor’s aweigh (pull out/lift anchor)
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Anchor bend  (fisherman’s bend) 
 

Anchor light 

Anchor rode 

 
Anchor well 

Aneroid barometer 

 

Apparent wind 

Astern 

Athwartship 

Attitude (position by bearings; orientation 
of a craft relative to its direction of motion) 

Automatic pilot 

Auxiliary engine 
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B
Back and drill 

Backing plate 

Backing spring (line) 
A spring line from the stern of a boat to mid 
ships to stop forward movement.  

 

Backstay 

Ballast 

Bar 

Barge 

Barograph 
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Barometer 

Bathing ladder (swim ladder) 

Batten 

Batten down! 

Batten pocket 

Battery 

Battery charger 

Beacon 
Or; Device operating on 121.5, 243, or MHz 
intended solely for distress signaling 

Beam 
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Beam reach (90 degrees to the apparent 
wind, sailing with the wind on the beam. 
Point of sail when the apparent wind comes 
from directly abeam).  
Sailing on a point of sail such that the 
apparent wind is coming from the beam side 
– of the boat at about a 90 degree angle. A 
beam reach is usually the fastest point of 
sail. A beam reach is a point of sail between 
a broad reach and a close reach.  

 

Bearing 

Bear off 

Beating 

Beaufort wind scale 

Before the wind 

Bell buoy 

Below 
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Berth 

Belt 

Bilge 

Bilge alarm system 

Bilge drain 

 

Bilge pump 

Bimini top (Bimini – A weather protection 
covering, usually mounted on a frame over a 
portion of the cockpit).  
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Binnacle 

Binocular 

Bitt 

Bitter end 

Block 
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Boarding ladder 

 

Boat hook 

Bollard 

Bolo line 

Bolt rope 

Boom 
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Boom vang (rigid) 

Bosun’s chair (bo’s’n’s chair) 

Bottlescrew 

Boundary layer 

Bow 

Bow fitting 
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Bow line 

Bowline 

Bow (lateral) navigation lights 

 

Bowsprit 

Bow thruster 

 

Braided rope 

Breakaway 
Emergency procedures, where the ships will 
separate in less-than-optimal situations  
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Breaker 

Breaker line 

Breaking strength (BS) 

Breakwater 

 

Breast line 

Bridge (on a ship) 

Bridge markings 

Bridle 



16 
 

Broach 

Broadcast 

Broadcast (to) 
 

Broadcast notice to mariners 

Broad on the beam – In the direction of one of 
the sides of the vessel. Abeam. 
 
The position of an object that lies off to one side 
of the vessel.  
 
Broad on: In the general direction of. Ex: 
“broad on the port bow” describes the general 
direction forward of the beam on the port side.  
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Broad reach 
 
(22.5 degrees away from directly downwind 
sailing). 
 
A point of sailing in which the wind is within 
a few points of the beam, either forward of 
the beam (close reach), directly abeam 
(beam reach), or abaft of the beam (broad 
reach). A point of sail when the wind comes 
from either quarter. 
Broadside to the sea 

Bulkhead 

Bullnose 

Bunk 

Buoy 

Buoy moorings 

Buoy station 
 

Buoyage 

Buoyancy 
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Burdened vessel 
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C
Cabin       

Call sign    
 

Cam cleat     

Can (buoy)      

Capsize     

Car – The slider on a track to which blocks 
or other hardware is attached to allow 
adjustment.  
 
A sliding fitting that attaches to a track 
allowing for the adjustment of blocks or 
other devices attached to the car.   
  

 

Carburetor     
 

Cardinal marks  
 
Cardinal marks – Primary compass points 
(North, South, East, West).    

 

Cardinal system of buoyage   

Cast iron     

Casting  
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Cast off     

Catamaran      
  

Catenary     

Cavitation      

Celestial navigation    

Center of gravity    
 

Center point method, circular area (SAR)  
 
Circular point method – Irregular search areas; 
quickly transmitted, this method gives latitude and 
longitude of the center point and the search radius, if 
circular, or the direction of the major axis and 
applicable dimensions, if rectangular.  
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Center point method, rectangular area 
(SAR) 

Center point method, rectangular area, 
bearing and distance (SAR)   

Centerline     

Chafe      
 

Chafing gear     

Chain locker     

Chainplate      
   

Change oil     

 
Channel (nav.)     

Characteristic (ATON)    
    

Chart      

Chart reader     

Chart table 

Chine      

Chock      
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Chop      

Cleat      

Clevis pin (a locking pin through which a 
split ring is passed to prevent accidental 
withdrawal)    

 

Clew 

Close-hauled      
   

Closeout     

 
Closing (situation where two ships are 
getting closer)     

Clove hitch     

Clutch      
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Coach roof      

 
Coaming      
  

Coast Guard - approved    
   

Coastal  

Cockpit      

Coil down     

Cold front     

Colors      

Comber     

 
Combination buoy     
    
Combustion     

Come about 

Companionway     
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Companionway hatch    

Compartment     

Compass     

Conventional direction of buoyage   
  

Cooling (water, air)  

 
Corner method (SAR)       
Corner point method- this can be used for 
any area (except circular areas) that can be 
described by stating the latitude and 
longitude, or geographic features, of each 
corner, in sequence.     
COSPAS-SARSAT system                                 
A satellite system designed to detect distress 
beacons transmitting on the frequencies 
121.5 MHz and 406 MHz.                  

Cotter pin (soft, metal pin folded back on 
itself to form an eye)    

Course      
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Cove      

Coverage factor (C) – measure of search 
thoroughness.  
Ratio of the search effort (Z) to the area 
searched (A). C=Z/A. For parallel sweep 
searches, it may be computed as the ratio of 
sweep width (W) to track spacing (S). C=W/S
       
Cowls       
   

Coxswain     

Crab      

Craft      

Crash stop     

 
Crest       

Cringle     

Crossing situation   
 
Crossing- the situation when the course of 
two vessels intersect in the danger zone, from 
nearly dead ahead to two points abaft of the 
beam.  
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Crucifix     

Current (ocean)    

 
Cutter (type of sailboat)   

Cylinder     

 
Cylinder head     
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D
Damage control    

 
Datum  
A geographic point, line, or area used as a 
reference in search planning.   
  

 

Davit         

Day mark 

Daybeacon       

Dayboard     

Dayshape 
 
A geometrical marker (black ball, cylinder or 
cone) hung aloft to show a vessel’s 
occupation, state or type. For example, one 
black ball is “at anchor,” three black balls is 
“aground”.  
 
Black diamond, ball, and cone shapes hoisted 
on vessels during the day to indicate 
restricted movement ability or type. For 
example three balls means aground.   
      

 

Deck stepped mast   
 
A mast that is stepped placed – on the deck 
of a boat rather than through the boat and 
keel stepped. The mast of a deck stepped 
boat is usually easier to raise and lower and 
are usually intended for lighter conditions 
than keep stepped boats.     
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De-watering     

Dead in the water   

Dead reckoning     

Dead man's stick (static discharge wand)          

 
Deck      

Deck fitting     

Deck scuttle       

 
Deep V hull     

Depth finder (sounder)      

Desmoking     

Destroyer turn     
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Deviation     

Diesel (fuel)     

Diesel engine     

Digital selective calling (DSC) 
 
A technique using digital codes which 
enables a radio station to establish contact 
with, and transfer information to, another 
station or group of stations.   
   
Dinghy     

Direction of current 
 
Direction toward which a current is flowing.  
   

 

Direction of waves, swells, or seas  
 
Direction from which waves, swells, or seas 
are moving.  
Direction of winds  
 
Direction from which the wind is blowing.  
Dismasting      
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Displacement     

Displacement hull       

 
Distress     

Distress beacon    

Ditching        

Dock      

Dock (to)      

Dodger (a shield, as of canvas, erected on a 
flying bridge to protect person  on watch 
from wind, flying spray, etc.)  
      

 

“Do you read me?” (radio com.)     
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Dolphin      

Douse      

Downwash   
 
Refers to the forcing of air downward during 
the creation of lift. This usage is most 
common with regard to helicopters where the 
effect is most dramatic.    
   

Downwind     

Draft (draught)    
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Drag  

Drift  
 
The movement of search object caused by 
environmental factors.    
  

 

Drogue       

Drop pump     

Dry suit     

Duct      

Dynamic forces    
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E
Ease      

Ebb      

Ebb current     

Ebb direction  

Eddy      

Eductor (A device for inducing a flow of fluid 
from a chamber or vessel by using the 
pressure of a jet of water, air, stream, etc., to 
create a partial vacuum in such a way as to 
entrain the fluid to be removed) 
Eductor jet pump     

Electrical panel    

Electronic navigation    
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Emergency Locator Transmitter (ELT)   
 
Aeronautical radio distress beacon for 
alerting and transmitting homing signals.  

Emergency Position-indicating Radio Beacon 
(EPIRB) 
 
A device, usually carried aboard maritime 
craft that alerts search and rescue authorities 
and enables rescue units to locate the scene of 
distress.   

 

Emergency signal mirror   

 
Engine      

 
Engine battery     

Engine block     

Engine emissions    

Engine filter     

Engine power     

 
Engine starter     

Environmental forces    
  

 
Estimated position    



35 
 

European Community Certification   

 
Eye      

Eye of the wind (direction from which the 
true wind blows)     

Eye splice       
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F
Fairlead    

Fairways (mid-channel)    

Fake down      

Fall off      

Fast(ening)     

Fatigue     

Fender      

Fender board     

Ferry      



37 
 

Fetch   
 
The distance over which the wind blows in a 
constant direction, without obstruction.  
   

Fid     

Fiberglass     

Figure eight knot     

Fill up (fuel)     

Fisherman’s bend  

 
Fitting      
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Fix 
 
A geographical position determined by visual 
reference to the surface, referencing to one 
or more radio navigation aids, celestial 
plotting, or other navigation device.   
    

Fixed light     

Flame arrester  
 
(A device/trap that stops fuel combustion by 
extinguishing the flame.)    
Flare      

Flash       
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Flashing light     

Flemish (down)    

Floating aid to navigation   

Flood      
 

Flood current     

Flood direction  

Floor (hull)     

Fluke      

Foam crest 

 
Folding propeller 

Foot (of a sail)   

 
Fore 
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Fore and aft 

Foredeck 

Forestay 

Forward 

Foul 

Founder   

Four-stroke engine   

 
Frames      

Free communication with the sea   
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Freeboard     

Front (meteo.)     

Fuel capacity     

Fuel gauge     

Fully battened (sail) 
 
Describing a sail having battens across its full 
width from leach to luff. Junk rig.  
 
A sail having battens that run the full 
horizontal length of a sail.      

 

Funnel (fuel; ship)     

Furl (to)    
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G
Gaff rig        

Galley      

Gas locker     

Gasoline engine    
 

Genoa      
  

Gimbal     

“give-way” vessel     

Global Positioning System (GPS)  
 
A specific satellite based system used in 
conjunction with mobile equipment to 
determine precise position of the mobile 
equipment.  

GPS/Plotter 

Gong buoy     
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Gooseneck        

GPS/Plotter  
 

Grabline     

Grab rail     

Greenwich mean time      
 

Grommet     

Ground fog        

Group-flashing light    
   
Group-occulting light   

Gunwale 
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H
Half hitch     

Halyard     

Hand bearing compass   
 

Hand lead      

Handrail 

Hanging locker  

Hank (jib)     

Hank on (to)     
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Harbor      

Harness     
  
Hatch      

Hatch cover     
 

Hawsepipe     

Hawser     

Head      

Head (of sail)     

Head up! (heads up)     
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Heading   
 
The horizontal direction in which a craft is 
pointed.    

Headstay  

 
Headway     

Heave!      

Heave to      

Heaving line    

Heavy weather    
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Heel      

Helm      

High seas     

High tide     

Hitch      
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Hoist       

Hoisting cable     

 
Holding tank     

Holed       

Horseshoe buoy    

House battery (primary battery of wheel 
house)    

Hull      

Hull-deck joint    

Hull integrity     

Hurricane     

Hypothermia    
 
Abnormal lowering of internal body 
temperature (heat loss) from exposure to 
cold air, wind, or water.   
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I
Impeller     

Inflatable     

 
In iron      

In-mast furling    

“I spell” (radio com.)   

 
In step      

Inboard     

Inboard / Outdrive (I/O)  
 
An acronym for Inboard-Outdrive, describing an 
inboard engine installation all the way aft, with a 
drive mechanism mounted outboard on the stern.  
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Incident Command System (ICS)  
An all-risk on-scene system of coordination 
for any type of incident involving multiple 
responding authorities and multiple 
jurisdictions.  
Information marks    

Injection pump    

Injector  

Inlet       
 

Interface      

Inverter (mech.)     

 
Inverter (electr.)    

Isobars     

Isolated danger mark     
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J
Jacob's ladder      

Jackline (A rope or wire strung from a ship’s 
bow to stern to which a safety harness can be 
clipped, allowing a crewmember to move 
about the deck safely when there is risk of 
falling or being swept overboard).   
   

Jam cleat     

Jammer     

Jetty      

Jib      

Junction      

Junction aid       
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K
Kapok  (A silky fiber obtained from the fruit 
of the silk-cotton tree and used for insulation 
and as padding in pillows, mattresses , and 
life preservers).    
   

 

Ketch      

Keel      

Kicker hook (skiff hook) 
 
Kicker – A very small outboard motor.  
 

 

Knot (kn. or kt.)  

Knotmeter/log      
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L
Landmark     
  

Landmark boundaries method (SAR)  
Along with the landmark boundaries. 
   

Lateral marks   
 
Aids to navigation such as buoys or 
daymarks which designate a safe channel 
for entering or leaving harbor or for 
sailing inland waterways.    

 

Lateral system      

 
Lateral system of buoyage   

Latitude     

Lazarette     
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Leech      
   

Lee helmed (boat)    
   

Leeward     

Leeway  
 
(LW): The movement of a search object 
through water caused by winds blowing 
against exposed surfaces.  
 
The sideways  movement of a boat away 
from the wind, usually unwanted. Keels 
and other devices help prevent a boat 
from having excessive leeway.  
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Length overall (LOA)     

Length on the water line (LWL)  
  

Life jacket     

Life raft      

 
Life ring (ring buoy)    

Lifeline     

Light     

Light buoy     
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Light list     

Light rhythms     

Light sector     

Lighthouse     

Lightning protection    
 

Limber holes     

Line     

Linestopper  
 
A device used to keep a line from 
slipping, such as a jamcleat.  

List      

Local Notice to Mariners  

 
Locker      
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Log        

Logbook      

Longitude     

Longitudinal     

Longshore current   

Long splice     

Lookout      

Loran-C        

“Loud and clear” (radio com.)  
   
Loud hailer     

Low battery alarm    
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Lubber line     

Luff        

Luff up     
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M
Magnetic compass    

Magnetic course    

Mainsail     

Make fast 

 
Man over board  
1) A loudly shouted notification to the 
entire crew that a seaman has fallen off 
the vessel. 2) An emergency situation 
during which crew is attempting to 
recover a crewman who has fallen off the 
vessel.    
Marina      

Marine Assistance Broadcast (MARB)  
 
A relay request for assistance made by 
Coast Guard units for vessels needing 
non-emergency assistance.    

 

Marine sanitation device (MSD)  

Maritime     
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Mark      

Marline     

Marlinspike    

Marlinspike seamanship   

Mast      

Mast head     

Masthead light    
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MAYDAY  
 
A maritime distress call. Repeated three 
times and at the beginning of every 
following transmission relating to the 
current distress situation. Has priority 
over urgency and safety calls.  
 
An internationally recognized distress 
signal used on a radio to indicate a life 
threatening situation. Mayday calls have 
priority over any other radio transmission 
and should only be used if there is an 
immediate threat to life or vessel. Mayday 
comes from the French M’aidez which 
means help me.     

 

 
Medical evacuation (MEDEVAC)  

Meridian     

Messenger     
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Microwave oven   

Mid-channel     

Mizzen mast     

Modified U.S. Aid System   

Mooring line    

Mooring buoy    
 

Motor Lifeboat (MLB)  

Motorsailer     

Mousing      
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N
N-Dura hose     

Nautical Almanac    

Nautical chart   
  
Nautical mile     

Nautical slide rule    

 
Navigable channel    

Navigable waters    

 
Navigation     

 
Navigation instruments   

Navigation lights    

Navigation Rules (Colregs)   

Neap tide     

 
Night sun     

Noise      

Normal endurance    

Notice to Mariners    
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Nun buoy (conical)    
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O
Oars      

Obstruction aid  

 
Occulting light    

 
Officer on Deck (OOD)   

 
Offshore     

Oil pump     

On scene    
 
The search area or actual 
distress site.   

 

On Scene Commander (OSC) 
 
A person designated to 
command (coordinate) search 
and rescue operations within 
a specified area.   
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Opening     

“Out"  (radio com.)  
 
I have finished talking to you 
and do not expect a reply.  

Out of step    

Outboard (engine)   

Outdrive     

Overall length  
  

 
“Over" (radio com.) 
 
I have finished talking and I 
am listening for your reply.  

Overdue 
 
A situation where a craft has 
failed to arrive at its intended 
destination when expected 
and remains missing.  
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Overhauling the fire   

Overhead    

 
Overload    
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P
Pacing     

Pad eye  
 
An eyebolt welded on a plate 
that is fastened down to the 
deck; a small fitting with a 
hole used to guide a line.  
      

Painter line (painter)  
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PAN PAN, PAN PAN, PAN 
PAN  
 
Maritime Urgency call. 
Repeated three times. Has 
priority over safety calls; 
 
indicates uncertainty or 
alert, followed by nature of 
urgency.  
 
An urgent message use don a 
radio regarding the safety of 
people or property. A PAN 
PAN message is not used 
when there is an immediate 
threat to life or property, 
instead the MAYDAY call is 
used.  PAN PAN situations 
may develop into MAYDAY 
situations. As with a 
MAYDAY, PAN PAN 
message have priority on the 
radio channels and should 
not be interrupted.    

 

 

 
Parallax error   
  
Parallel     

 
Parallel approach    

Parallel rule(rs)    
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Parallel track pattern (SAR)  
Parallels – Latitude lines.  
    

 

Passenger space   

Pay out (a line)    

Pedestal     

Pelorus    
    

Pennant    
    

Person on board (POB)  

Personal Flotation Device 
(PFD)   

Personal marker light  
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Pier      

Piling  
 
A hole embedded in the sea 
bottom and used to support 
docks, piers, and other 
structures.    
  

 

Pilot      

 
Pitch     
    

 
Pitchpole    
   

Planning hull     

Planking    
   

Point (to)     
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Polyethylene float line  
   

Port      

Port hole  

Port light     

Port tack     

Power boat     

Preferred channel mark  
   

Preventer (line)    

Prime meridian   
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Primary aid to navigation  
   

Privileged vessel  
 
The vessel that is required to 
maintain its course and 
speed when boats are 
approaching each other 
according to the navigation 
rules. Also known as the 
stand on vessel.  

 

probability of detection 
(POD)  
 
The probability of the 
search object being detected, 
assuming it was in the areas 
that were searched. POD is a 
function of coverage factor, 
sensor, search conditions 
and the accuracy with which 
the search facility navigates 
its assigned search pattern. 
Measures sensor 
effectiveness under the 
prevailing search conditions.  
Probability of success (POS) 
 
Used as the measure of 
search effectiveness.  
 
The probability of finding 
the search object with a 
particular search. For each 
sub area searched, POS = 
POC x POD.  

 

Proceeding from seaward   
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Propeller     

Propeller (two-blade, three-
blade)    

 
Propeller shaft    

Propeller stuffing box (stern 
gland) 
 
Stuffing box – A fitting 
around the propeller shaft to 
keep the bearing lubricated 
and to keep water out of the 
boat.    

 
Prop wash     

 
Protractor     

 
Pulpit (bow)     

Pump out    
 

Pushpits (A metal guard rail 
fitted as the stern).    
  

 

Pyrotechnics     
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Q
Quarantine anchorage buoy    

Quarter      
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R
RADAR     

Radar beacon (RACON)   

Radar reflector   
  

Radiation fog  
 
Radiation fog is formed by 
the cooling of land after 
sunset by thermal radiation 
in calm conditions with clear 
sky. The cool ground 
produces condensation in the 
nearby air by heat 
conduction. In perfect calm 
the fog laywer can be less 
than a meeter deep but 
turbulence can promote a 
thicker layer. Radiation fogs 
occur at night, and usually do 
not last long after sunrise. 
Radiation fog is common in 
autumn, and early winter. 
Examples of this phenomenon 
include Tule fog.    

 

Radiobeacon      

Radio contact   
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Radio directon finder  

Radio distress call   

 
Radio frequency    

Radio navigation   

Radio silence     

Radio station     

 
Radio watch     

Radome (radar dome) 
  

Rake      
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Range      

Range lights    

Range line     

Range marker   
  

Reach      
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Reefing (a sail)  
  

 
Reef      

 
Reef knot  

 
Reefing lines     

Reefing points   
  

Re-flash watch   
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Re-float     

Red, right, return    

Regulatory marks (relate to 
regulating pressures, etc.) 
   

Rescue basket   
  

Rescue swimmer    

Retroflective material  
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Rhumb line   
 
Straight line between two 
points on a Mercator 
projection chart.   
  
A line that passes through all 
meridians at the same angle. 
When drawn on a Mercantor 
chart, the rhumb line is a 
straight line. However, the 
Mercator chart is a distortion 
of a round globe on a flat 
surface, so the rhumb line 
will be a longer course than a 
great circle route.  

 

Ribs 

Rig     
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Rigging     

 
Rigid inflatable boat (RIB)  - 
rigid-hulled inflatable boat 

 
Rip current     

 
Riprap    
   

 
River current   
  

River mouth     
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Roach     
  

 
Rode      

“Roger” (radio com.)  
   
Roll      

 
Roller      

 
Roller furling (A method of 
furling or reefing wherein a 
sail is rolled around a stay or 
rotating spar) describing a 
sail management system that 
rolls the foresail on a rotating 
stay for reducing sail or 
dousing.  
 
A method of storing a sail 
usually by rolling the job 
around the headstay or the 
mainsail around the boom or 
on the mast.     
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Roller reefing boom   
   
Describing a sail management 
system that rolls the mainsail 
on a rotating boom for 
reducing sail or dousing. 
Roller reefing: Reduction of 
sail area, by winding the sail 
on a rotating boom.  

 

Rooster tail    
   

 
Rough bar     

 
RTV      

 
Rubrail (strake)  part of the 
shell of the hull of a boat or 
ship which, in conjunction 
with the other strakes, keeps  
the sea out and the vessel 
afloat.  
 
A sacrificial board attached 
along the hull to protect 
against damage at the dock. 
    

 
Rudder    
   
Rudder stock   
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Rules of the Road  

Running     

 
Running fix     

 
Running lights   
  

 
Running rigging    
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S
Safety harness 

Safe water marks  
(fairways, mid-channels)  

Sail area     

Sailboat     

Saloon (salon)   
  
Sampson post   
     

 
SAR emergency phases  

 
SAR incident form/folder  

SAR Mission Coordinator 
(SMC)  
SARSAT 

 
Satellite navigation    
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Schooner     

Scope  
 
The amount of anchor cable 
to use; the ratio of anchor 
line in use to the vertical 
distance from the bow to the 
water’s bottom.   
   

 

Scouring     

Screw     
    
Scupper    
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Scuttle    
  

 
Sea anchor    
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Sea chest  
 
Sea chest – A watertight box 
built against the hull of the 
ship communicating with 
the sea through a grillage, 
to which valves and piping 
are attached to allow wáter 
in for ballast, engine 
cooling, and firefighting 
purposes    
   

 

Sea chest gate valve    

 
Sea cock     

 
Sea current     

Sea drogue  see: sea anchor 

 
Seabed    
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Search and Rescue Unit 
(SRU)  
Search pattern   
    

 
Seaward     

Seaworthy    
    

Secure     
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SECURITE' Maritime 
safety call. Repeated three 
times. Has priority over 
routine calls. (I have an 
important message to 
convey, please listen). 
     

 
Seize (a line)     

Self-draining cockpit  
  

Set (of a current) 
Direction of current or 
wind.     
Sextant    
   

 
Shackle     

Shaft      

Sheave    
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Sheepshank knot   
    

Sheer    

 
Sheer (of a ship)   
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Sheet     
    

 
Sheet bend     

 
Sheet track     

Sheet traveler   
  

 
Shelter    
  

 
Shift      
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Ship      

 
Shoal      

 
Shock load     

Shore connection   
  
Short range aids to 
navigation  

Shrouds     
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Sidelights     

Signal Kit/MK-79    

 
“Silence" (radio com.) 
Radio silence (n.)    
“Silence fini’ (radio com.)  
   

Sink      

Sinker    
     

Siren     
   

Situation Report (SITREP)   
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Skeg      

Skiff hook  

Slack (to)     

Slack water    
    

Sliding hatch   
Hatch mounted on sides. 
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Sling     
   

Slip     
   

Slip clove hitch  
 
(Knot to tie a line to a Texas 
bit (cleat))   

 

Sloop     
   

Smoke and illumination 
signal  

Snap shackle     

Sole (The deck of a cabin or 
cockpit).    

Sound buoys    

Sounding     
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Sound signal   
 
Sound – Signals required by 
navigation rules describing 
the type of vessels and their 
activities during times of 
fog.   

 

Spare part     

Spark plug     

Spars      

 
Special purpose buoy  
  

Speedometer  

Spinnaker 
(symmetric/asymmetric)  

Spinnaker pole    
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Splice     
   

Spreader     

Spring line     

Spring tide     

Squall     
     

Square daymarks    
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Square knot (reef knot)   

Square rigged  
 
A sailboat having square 
sails hung across the mast.  
   
Stanchion     

Standard Navy preserver   
(vest type with collar)   

 
“Stand on" vessel    

“Standing by on  
channel 16" (radio com.) 

Standing rigging    

Starboard     

Starboard hand mark  
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Starboard tack   
  

Static discharge wand  

 
Static electricity    

Static forces     

Station buoy     

Station keeping   
 
Station – The prescribed 
position of a ship in relation 
to the guide.   
Stay      
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Staysail    
    

Steerage    
   

Steerageway    
    

Steering wheel    
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Stem      

Stem pad-eye (trailer eye 
bolt)  
 
Pad eye – A small fitting 
with a hole used to guide a 
line.  

Stem the forces    

Stern      

Stern drive 

Stern line     

 
Stern navigation light   

Stokes litter     

Storm jib     

Stove (gimbaled)    

 
Stowage   
 
Gear, equipment or cargo that 
has been secured properly.  
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Stowage locker     

Stranded rope   
  

Strobe light    
    
Strut     
   

Superstructure   
     

Surf      

Surf line     

Surf Rescue Boat (SRB)   

Surf zone     

Surface swimmer    

 
Survival kit     

Sweep Width   
 
(W): A measure of the 
effectiveness with which a 
particular sensor can detect 
a particular object under 
specific environmental 
conditions.    
  

 



105 
 

Swell      
 
Condition of the surface 
caused by a distant wind 
system. The individual swell 
appears to be regular and 
smooth, with considerable 
distance between rounded 
crests.     

 

Swim platform    

 
Switch    
  

“Switch to channel 68" 
(radio com.)   

Swimmer's harness    
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T
Tachometer     

Tack      

 
Tack (to)     

Tackle    
  

 
Tactical diameter (turning 
circle/ diameter of the ships) 

Taffrail    
  

Tandem     

Tank      
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Telltale    
  

Thimble     

“This is..." (radio com..) 
   

 
Throttle     

Throttle lever   
  

 
Through bolt    
 
A bolt that penetrates all the 
way through the pieces to be 
joined and is secured with 
washer and nut.   

 

Thumbs up     

Tidal current    

 
Tie down     

Tighten (to)     



108 
 

Tiller      

Time zone     

Toe ("toed in")   
  

Toe rail  
 
A low strip running around 
the edge of the deck like a 
low bulwark. It may be 
shortened or have gaps in it 
to allow water to flow off the 
deck.  
 
A bulwark in smaller vessels. 
A low partition around the 
edges of a deck.  
 
Toe rail – A small rail 
around the deck of a boat. 
The toe rail may have holes 
in it to attach lines or blocks. 
A larger wall is known as a 
gunwale.  
Topmarks  
 
Top – A high platform in the 
superstructure of a warship. 
    

 

Topping lift     
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Topside     

Tow line     

Tow strap     

Towing bridle  

Towing hardware    

 
Towing watch   
  

Track      

Track spacing  
 
The distance between 
adjacent parallel search 
tracks.     

 

Traffic separation scheme   
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Trail line (tag line)    

Transducer     

 
Transformer     

 
Transom     

Trawler    
  

Triage    
  
The process of sorting 
survivors according to 
medical condition and 
assigining them priorities for 
emergency care, treatment, 
and evacuation.  

Triangular daymark  
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Trim       

 

 
Trimaran     

Trim control     

Tripping line     
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Trough    
   

 
True course     

True wind   
 
(The direction and speed of 
the wind felt when 
stationary,  at anchor or on 
land).  
 
True wind- The speed and 
direction of the wind. The 
motion of a boat will cause 
the wind to appear to be 
coming at a different 
direction and speed, which is 
known as apparent wind.   

 

Turnbuckle     

Two-stroke engine    
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U
Underhung rudder  
Under vessel rudder   

 
Under way     

 
U.S. Aids to Navigation 
System     

Uniform State Waterway 
Marking System (USWMS) 
 

Universal Coordinated Time 
(UCT) 
 
A time standard that is not 
affected by time zones or 
seasons. Time measured in 
universal coordinated time 
labeled with the term Zulu. It 
is used so that people around 
the world can communicate 
about time without regard to 
individual time zones.  

 

Utility Boat (UTB)  
 
Any small vessel that can be 
used for many tasks around a 
ship.    
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V
Vang      

Variation     

Vari-nozzle    
 
variable pattern (three positional) 
nozzle   

 

Ventilation     

Ventilator     

Venturi effect  
 
A short tube with a constructed throat 
used to determine fluid pressures and 
velocities by measurement of 
differential pressures generated at the 
throat as a fluid traverses the tube.  
 
A constricted throat in the air passage 
of a carburetor, causing a reduction in 
pressure that results in fuel vapor being 
drawn out of the carburetor bowl.  
   

 

Vessel      

VHF/HF radio (Very high frequency 
radio) 
 
1. Very High Frequency radio waves.  
 
2.  A radio that transmits in the VHF 
range. VHF radios are the most 
common communications radio carried 
on boats, but their range is limited to 
line of sight between the transmitting 
and receiving stations.    
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W
Waist and/or tag line  
   

Wake      

Warm front     

Watch circle (pelorus) 
  

Water capacity    

Water gauge     

Water pump     

Water system   
  

Water tank     

Waterline length     

Watertight integrity    

Wave      
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Wave frequency    

Wave height     

Wave interference    

Wave length     

Wave period     

Wave reflection    

Wave refraction   

Wave saddle     

Wave series     

Wave shoulder    
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Weather (to)     

 
weather helm   
  

 
Wedge    
  
Well deck     

 
Wet locker   
 
Wet locker – A locker 
equipped with a drain so that 
wet clothes can be stored in it 
without damaging other 
objects in the boat.    

 

Wet suit     
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Whipping    
  

 
Whistle      

Whistle buoy  

Whitewater 

 
Williamson turn  
 
A maneuver used to bring a 
ship or a boat under power 
back to a point it previously 
passed through, often for the 
purpose of recovering a man 
overboard.  
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Winch    
   

 
Winch handle   
  
Wind-chill factor    

Wind direction    

Wind driven current  
  
Wind instrument     

 
Windlass     

 
Window     

Wind's eye     

Wind shadow (Dead air in the 
lee of another boat or 
obstruction such as a jetty). 
   

 

Windward     
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Wind vane     
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Y
Yaw      

Yawl       

 


